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IITS to have common placement structure  

Hindustan Times (Mumbai) 

MUMBAI: The Indian Institutes of Technology (IITS) are mulling a “semi-formal structure” comprising 
placement heads across all IITS to help coordinate and collate all placement-related activities.  

IIT placement heads across all IITS met at Iit-bombay (IITB) on Friday to discuss placement-related 
experiences for this season.  

So far, the institutes coordinated on an informal level, though each follows its own placement policy.  

The proposed body would meet twice a year. “We want to proactively ensure that students and recruiters have a 
similar experience regardless of which IIT they choose to go to,” said Ravi Sinha, who is in-charge of 
placements at IIT-B.  

The semi-formal body would collect feedback and placement data from all the IITS to identify trends on 
changing student preferences, emerging corporate trends and opportunities in the economy.  

The body would not impose a single, binding policy across IITS but would coordinate between them.  

Placements at IIT-B began on December 1, 2011. Recruiters will be visiting the campus till May this year.  

PU teachers protest over UGC recommendations  

Hindustan Times (Chandigarh) 

TEACHERS FROM PUNJAB, HARYANA AND HIMACHAL WILL COURT ARREST IN NEW DELHI 
ON MAR 14 

CHANDIGARH: The Panjab University teachers staged a protest on t he university campus on Friday.  

More than 100 teachers took part in the protest. The call for the protest was given by All India Federation of 
University and Coll ege Teachers' Organisations ( AIFUCTO) to press forward the implementation of the new 
UGC recommendations.  

Many demands pertaining to pension, child- care l eave, counting of past service, etc, have not been paid any 
attention.  

In many colleges and universities of Punjab, teachers have not been given new pay scales, and where these 
scales are given, arrears have not been paid.  

Jagwant Singh, vice- president, AIFUCTO, said they would i ntensify the protest i f their demands were not 
met.  

In the next phase of agitation teachers from the states of P unjab, Haryana and Himachal Pradesh would court 
arrest in New Delhi on March 14, followed by court arrest by teachers from other states on March 15 and 16.  
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PU lends helping hand to young researchers  

Hindustan Times (Chandigarh) 

The university will provide subsidy of and to faculty members researching in sciences and 
social sciences, respectively 

CHANDIGARH: In an attempt to promote research among young fac ul ty members, Panjab University has 
decided t o provide fi nancial assistance to those undertaking research projects.  

Newly appointed dean ( research) RK Kohli said subsidy grants of Rs 20,000 and Rs 10,000 would be given to 
young researchers in science and social science subjects, respectively. The varsity has already allocated a 
budget for the purpose.  

The grant will be given to teachers at the level of lecturers and assistant professors. Aspirants will have to apply 
in a prescribed fo r m and t he authorities will disperse the sum after evaluating the applications.  

" Young teachers face many problems at the initial stage. The idea is to help them get started, which is usually 
the biggest hurdle," said Kohli. The amount of t he grant will be waived after the researchers submit a 
completion report of the projects within a stipulated time frame. However, in cases where teachers fail to show 
any results, the sum will be deducted from their salaries.  

Kohli said the initiative had elicited a good response, as he received a large number of applications within just a 
couple of days af t er t he s cheme was announced. The authorities have also received requests from senior 
faculty members to cover the entire faculty under the scheme.  

" At the moment, we are only covering young faculty members. In the future, we can consider senior faculty 
members as well, depending on the availability of funds," said Kohli.  

Welcoming the step, dean ( arts) BS Ghuman s ai d t he young teachers should avail the opportunity, as it would 
help in their personal development.  

" Teaching and research go hand i n hand. For any good teacher, writing projects is of paramount importance. It 
will also help enhance the quality of teaching in the university," said Ghuman.  

Dean ( science) Amrik Singh Ahluwalia said the initiative would motivate young researchers and was bound to 
deliver good results.  

Besides financial assistance, the young faculty members have also underlined the need for holding orientation 
programmes t o help t hem i mprove t heir researching skills.  

" It's a step in the right direction and will give young minds the freedom and opportunity to explore," said 
assistant professor Davinder Kumar.  

  


